Sylviidae: warblers, apalises, crombecs, eremomelas, cisticolas and prinias

Garden Warbler
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GARDEN WARBLER

This Palearctic migrant is a summer visitor to the
humid savannas throughout sub-Saharan Africa
(Curry-Lindahl 1981; Pearson & Lack 1992). Two
subspecies occur in southern Africa of which S b.
woodwardi prefersthedrier zoneand borinthehigher-
rainfal zone (Clancey 1980b; Maclean 1993b). The
Garden Warbler israre in the drier southwestern half
of the subcontinent, where it is restricted to lush riv-
erine vegetation or watered gardens and parks it has
repeatedly occurred a Swakopmund (2214DA) inthe
Namib Desert (atlas data; pers. obs). It forages from
the lower shrubs to the canopy, and is particularly
attracted to soft berries, including those of the dien
Lantana camara. It has been mist-netted near Cape
Town (3318CD) at fruit-bearing trees (Martin et al.
1994).

It isdrab, solitary, unobtrusive and poorly known
in southern Africa, and must have been widdy over-
|ooked or misidentified. Insurveysit wasonly sporad-
icdly foundin northern Botswana(Herremans 1993c), 10°
but the maximum density of 1 bird/3 hain Baikiaea
woodland in March 1992 indicates that it can be fairly common
inthishabitat (Herremans 1994e), and in smilarly lushwoodlands
(Ginn et al. 1989).

It isamongst the earliest Pdearctic passrinesto arrive (Ginn
et al. 1989); in Zimbabwe (Zone 5) thefirgt birdsarenoted in mid-
to late September (Tree 1992d), but most arrive in October, and
particularly in November (Taylor 1979; Herremans 1994d).
Departureisin March-April. Arrival and departurearerather dow
intermsof numbersof birds, but aredmost synchronousover the
region, indicating that individuasprobably movefast, but thet the
timing between individuds is different. Ringed birds have regu-
larly returned to the same sites in successive years (Taylor 1979;
Irwin 1981; Tarboton et al. 1987b; Ginn et al. 1989; Hanmer
1989a; Medland 1993b; Rajmakers & Raijmakers 1994). A bird
ringed in Finland was recovered in southern Zambia (Dowsett et
al. 1988); thereareno recoveriesof birdsringed in southern Africa
(SAFRING). Birdsin southern Africaarelikely to comefromthe
eastern hdf of the breeding rangewhich stretches asfar ascentra
Sheria (Moreau 1972; Rogacheva 1992).

There are no resident Sylvia warblersin the region and it may
not have ared ecologica equivaent among the resident birdsin
southern Africa. The Garden Warbler does not gppear to be sub-
ject to any threets while in the region.

M. Herremans
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Recorded in 381 grid cells, 8.4%
Total number of records: 1120

Mean reporting rate for range: 2.5%

Reporting rates for vegetation types
o ¢ ¢, 6
4.5 ——
Miombo 2.5 m—
Okavango 1.7 s
Northern Kalahari 1.3
Arid Woodland 1.1
Sour Grasslands 1.1
Moist Woodland 1.1
Mixed Grasslands 0.9
East Coast Littoral 0.8 mmm
Mopane 0.6 ==
Sweet Grasslands 0.6 mm
Valley Bushveld 0.3 m
Grassy Karoo 0.3 m
Afromontane Forest 0.3 m

Also marginally in Alpine Grasslands, Namibian Escarpment, Southern
Kalahari, Nama Karoo, Namib, Central Kalahari and Fynbos.
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Models of seasonality for Zones. Number of records (top to bottom, left to right):
Occurrence: 27, 1, 4, 2, 179, 104, 133, 8.



